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Associate Professor Nishikata wins the Outstanding Paper Award of the Society
of Synthetic Organic Chemistry's Kyushu-Yamaguchi Branch
Takashi Nishikata, Associate Professor (tenure track) of
Materials Science and Engineering at the Graduate School of
Science and Engineering, has won the Society of Synthetic
Organic Chemistry, Kyushu-Yamaguchi Branch's Outstanding
Paper Award, which is presented to a research achievement
which has been published in an international
journal with a high impact factor. Associate
Professor Nishikata received the award at the
Second Synthetic Organic Chemistry Lecture,
which was held at Ube Industries, Ltd. (Ube City)
on November 17, 2014.
The award was presented in recognition of
the achievement "An Eﬃcient Generation of a
Functionalized Tertiary-Alkyl Radical for
Copper-catalyzed Tertiary-Alkylative Mizoroki-Heck type Reaction," which was published in
one of the top journals of applied chemistry, J.
Am. Chem. Soc. (IF = 11.44), in 2013. (Publication of the article has already been reported, in
Newsletter Issue 3 of March 2014).

This award-winning research solved a diﬃcult issue in
synthetic organic chemistry: the introduction of a tertiary alkyl
group into a terminal alkene, by using a copper-catalyzed
reaction. This method is expected to be applied to the
eﬃcient synthesis of a variety of useful substances, such as
medicines and natural materials.

Associate Professor Nishikata (right) holding his
award plaque
To the left is Mr. Hiroyuki Miyata, head of the
Society of Synthetic Organic Chemistry's
Kyushu-Yamaguchi Branch

Associate Professor Kamijo wins the Thieme Chemistry Journal Award 2015
Shin Kamijo, Associate Professor (tenure track) of Environmental Science and Engineering at the Graduate School of
Science and Engineering (science), has won the Thieme
Chemistry Journal Award 2015. This is an international award
for promising young researchers in the ﬁeld of organic
chemistry, and is presented every year by the editors of
Synthesis, Synlett and Synfacts, journals on chemistry
published by Theime Medical Publishers (Germany). In early
December, Associate Professor Kamijo received a letter of
notiﬁcation of receipt of the award from the chief editor of
Synthesis, Paul Knochel, a professor at Ludwig Maximilians

University Munich.
Associate Professor Kamijo conducts research into new
methods for achieving selective cleavage and functionalization of the bonds between saturated carbon and hydrogen
(sp3 C-H), for which transformation is extremely diﬃcult under
normal conditions. Associate Professor Kamijo says that,
encouraged by this award, he aims to bring about innovation
in substance production methods at a molecular level, and
ultimately to solve issues related to energy, resources and the
environment.
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Yamaguchi University and the Kyushu Institute of Technology hold
FY2014 Joint Symposium on Tenure Track
On January 20, 2015 (Tuesday), the FY2014 Joint
Symposium on Tenure Track held by Yamaguchi
University and Kyushu Institute of Technology saw
about 60 participants, including representatives from
other universities, gather at the Nakamura Centenary
Memorial Hall on the Kyushu Institute of Technology's
Tobata Campus.
After an opening speech by Mr. Miike, a Trustee and
Vice President of Yamaguchi University, Katsuyuki
Wada, head of the Knowledge Infrastructure Policy
Promotion Oﬃce in the Knowledge Infrastructure
Policy Division of the MEXT Science and Technology
Policy Bureau gave a guest speech. After this speech, a
keynote speech entitled "The goals of the Tenure Track
Expansion and Entrenchment Program - Opportunities
for young researchers to become independent, and
opportunities for organizations to obtain outstanding
young talent -" was given by Hiroshi Mizubayashi,
Program Oﬃcer of the Science Technology System
Reform Project at the Japan Science and Technology
Agency.
In the lectures given by tenure track staﬀ, three
speakers were invited to introduce their research and
laboratories: Masaru Fukushi, Associate Professor at
the Graduate School of Science and Engineering
(engineering), Takashi Nishikata, Associate Professor at
the Graduate School of Science and Engineering
(engineering), and Yuki Sago, Assistant Professor at the
Faculty of Agriculture.
After that, Daisaku Kaneko and Yuki Shirosaki,
Associate Professors at the Kyushu Institute of Technology's Frontier Research Academy for Young Professionals, also introduced their research and laboratories.
The ﬁve tenure track staﬀ members were then joined
by a moderator, Tomohiro Kawahara, Associate Professor at the Kyushu Institute of Technology's Frontier
Research Academy for Young Professionals, for a lively
panel discussion on the theme of the tenure track
system. Topics in the discussion ranged from
research-related topics such as the reasons behind
career and research choices, diﬃculties during

Panel discussion

research, how to pick a research theme for students,
instructing undergraduate and graduate students on
life in a lab and research manpower, to universal
themes for academic life, such as how to get along with
others in academia, why students choose not to take
doctoral courses, and how to raise the national proﬁle
of research results from the tenure track system.
Assistant Professor Fukuma from the Kyushu Institute
of Technology's Frontier Research Academy for Young
Professionals and Assistant Professor Takano from
Yamaguchi University's Joint Faculty of Veterinary
Medicine provided comments, and there were also
questions for Nobuhiro Fukuda, Chief Investigator of
the Japan Science and Technology Agency and Head of
Oﬃce Katsuyuki Wada, all of which made for a lively
exchange of views.
The closing remarks were given by Vice President
and Trustee Kage of the Kyushu Institute of Technology. President Matsunaga of the Kyushu Institute of
Technology also came to the venue, and gave a speech
at the informal networking session after the symposium.
The Kyushu Institute of Technology and Yamaguchi
University will continue to strengthen their collaboration in the tenure track area, and by sharing information and providing each other with triggers, will plan
and implement activities which will provide a foothold
for better and better research.

Group photo of the participants
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Round-table meeting held with the President of the university,
trustees and tenure track staﬀ
On December 17, 2014 (Wednesday), in the special small meeting
room of Administration Bureau II
Building on Yoshida Campus, a
round-table meeting was held with
the university president, trustees
and tenure track staﬀ. As well as
President Masaaki Oka, four trustees
and eight tenure track staﬀ members participated in the meeting.
President Oka gave an opening
greeting in which he said, "Universities are driven by the two wheels of
education and research. We will
continue to focus on promoting a
good research environment. I
strongly anticipate that you will
conduct excellent research at
Yamaguchi University." Then, the tenure track staﬀ
gave self-introductions and outlined their research.
After that, the university president explained how
expectations toward the university in terms of innovation, globalization, regional contribution and so on
were large, and opinions were exchanged on the theme
of regional contribution. The discussions covered a
wide range of topics, such as plant factories and people
working in agriculture, new medical treatments,
venture businesses, intellectual property and cutting
edge research. The meeting was amicable from begin-

At the round-table meeting

ning to end, there moments of laughter, and many
useful ideas from the tenure track staﬀ.
This meeting was a good opportunity for the president and trustees to hear the opinions of young
researchers in order to strengthen the function of the
university further. The meeting was also very meaningful for tenure track staﬀ, as they were able to exchange
opinions with people from the university's executive
level directly.

Group photo of the participants
Front row from the left: Associate Professor Hiyama (Graduate School of Science and Engineering (engineering)), Associate
Professor Nishikata (Graduate School of Science and Engineering (engineering)), Associate Professor Fukushi (Graduate School of
Science and Engineering (engineering)), President Oka, Assistant Professor Sakoda (Graduate School of Medicine), Associate
Professor Kamijo (Graduate School of Science and Engineering (science)), and Associate Professor Takano (Joint Faculty of
Veterinary Medicine)
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Associate Professor Takano presents a topic at the Research Salon
Ai Takano, Associate Professor (tenure track) of
Pathogenetic and Preventive Veterinary Science at the
Joint Faculty of Veterinary Medicine gave a lecture as
one of the topic presenters at the 3rd Research Salon
held at the "Lib Cafe Space" in Yamaguchi University
Library on September 26, 2014 (Friday).
Yamaguchi University has been holding Scientiﬁc
Research Week since FY2011 as a time to make people
conscious of ﬁnding opportunities to come up with
ideas for research. Starting this ﬁscal year, the period
has been extended to become Scientiﬁc Research
Month, in order to enhance the research capability of
Yamaguchi University. The Research Salon was held
during this period in order to actively stimulate ideas.
The Research Salon is expected to become a place for
seeking out possibilities to integrate research across
departments and ﬁelds by promoting interactions
among researchers in various ﬁelds.

This was the 3rd Research Salon, and a total of about
30 people participated, including students, researchers
and young academic staﬀ. Associate Professor Takano
gave a lecture entitled "Learning about tick-borne
infections," in which she talked about a wide variety of
topics which were easy to understand even for general
participants, including diﬃculties in tick research as
well as of the tick-borne infection research itself. A
wide variety of questions were raised in the Q&A
session, on topics such as the present situation with
regard to tick-borne infections, the ecology of ticks and
their natural enemies, immunity, and the cycle for
relapsing fever, and heated discussions continued until
the free meeting session after the lecture.

Associate Professor Takano

Associate Professor Takano presents a topic at the Research Salon
The home page of Yamaguchi University's tenure track
(see below for the URL) was fully renewed on December 22, 2014 (Monday). Research content and achievements can now be easily browsed through. We will

continue to work to disseminate information ways
which make the research achievements easier to
understand.
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